
A Short History of Maranatha 
By Doug Ripplinger 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  
in the sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in 
the Soul Garage 

 July 1 & 8—Sunday, Parents 
can pre-register their 
children ages 4 years 

through 5th grade for 
Vacation Bible School in the 
fellowship hall between 
services (9:00-9:25 AM, and 

10:30-11:00 AM.   

 July 2 —Monday Night 
Prayer for all church 
attendees at 6:30 PM in the 
conference room by the 

offices at Maranatha. 

 July 9-13:  Vacation Bible 
School Week—Children 
ages 4 years through 5th 

grade are invited to attend 
and bring their friends, 9 
AM-Noon.  July 13th, Friday 
Night VBS Wrap-Up event 

at 7-9 PM.  

 July 18—Wednesday, Young 
at Heart Picnic at Ray & Val 
Caldwell’s home at noon.  
Sign up at the bulletin 

board in the fellowship hall. 

 July 22—Sunday, Annual all-
congregation potluck at 

12:15 PM in the fellowship 
hall and Annual 
Membership Business 
Meeting in the sanctuary at 

1:30 PM. 

 

July 

 Last summer (2011) there was a Swan Family reunion. 

Listening to the grandchildren of Charles & Laura Swan tell about 

their grandparents love for the Lord and their desire to see others 

come to know the Lord, prompted me to chronicle the history of 

Maranatha. Maranatha’s beginnings were with a Bible Study in Rice 

Lake in 1930. Eighteen years earlier there was a rural Barron church 

by the name of Pleasant Hill. Pleasant Hill started with a Bible Study 

on July 4th, 1912 (their 100 year anniversary this year!) Pleasant Hill 

eventually merged with the 

Rice Lake Maranatha church. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the history of this 

body of believers, of which you are a part. 

 

 A Bible study in Rice Lake in the 1930’s 

decided to form a church. Maranatha EFC 

(Evangelical Free Church) started meeting as a 

church in March of 1935. Albert Lindvig, an area 

businessman, became the pastor. The church 

was officially organized the same year. In 1935 

construction began on the first church at 610 West Marshall Street, called the 

Maranatha Tabernacle. In 1937 the church joined the Swedish Evangelical Free Church 

association, which eventually became the Evangelical Free Church of America.  

 

 At the same time that Lindvig became pastor of Maranatha, Pleasant Hill EFC 

church, located several miles north of Barron, at the intersection of 16th St. & 17th Ave., 

was looking for a pastor and heard that the new EFC church in Rice Lake had called 

Pastor Lindvig. In 1916 Pleasant Hill had incorporated with the name, Salem 

Scandinavian Evangelical Free Church. In November of 1930, Pleasant Hill joined the 

Swedish Evangelical Free Church association. Pleasant Hill, being in need of a Pastor, 

proposed to Pastor Lindvig that he pastor both churches. You may recognize some 

present day names like Bjugstad and Swan who were members of  Pleasant Hill. 

Sharing a pastor led to 

the eventual merger of  

Pleasant Hill and the 

Maranatha Tabernacle. 

By the end of 1936 

Maranatha Tabernacle 

was going by the name 

Maranatha Free Church.  

 

The two churches shared 

the same pastor but were 

u n d e r  t h e i r  o w n 

incorporated by-laws and 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e 

merging was gradual, 
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Pleasant Hill Church  

moved to Rice Lake 
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The Merger  



and by 1951 they were meeting together at the Rice Lake Tabernacle. 

The merger caused growth which prompted a new building program. The 

decision was made to move the Pleasant Hill building into Rice Lake and 

build an addition onto it. The merger of buildings began in December of 

1952 and the new building, at 608 West Marshall was completed in 

1954 and sat next to the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was torn down 

after the new church building was completed. Maranatha EFC now had a 

whole new look with seating in the sanctuary for 160, modern 

restrooms, kitchen, and class rooms in the basement which had 

movable walls so the space could be opened up for church dinners or 

receptions. The church served us well into the 1980’s until a growing 

congregation took us into an expansion program resulting in our 

choosing to build at our present location in 1991.  

 

Several highlights that stand out about Maranatha: Always strongly supportive of Missions, globally and 

local. Starting in 1935 through the mid 1950’s Maranatha worked with the Indian children of the Sand 

Lake and Round Lake groups of Indians belonging to the so-called “lost band” of the Chippewa, 

presenting the Gospel along with Christmas gifts and even loads of firewood.  

 

Maranatha had a large choir and band and did a lot of special services to draw in the unsaved. 

 

Beginning around 1947, Maranatha did a weekly radio broadcast on WJMC lasting into the 1970‘s. Maranatha was 

known for great music and inspiring Gospel Messages. 

 

Senior Pastors of Maranatha                                                                   

1935-1937 Albert Lindvig 

1937-1945 Edgar Nelson 

1945-1956 Irving Johnson 

1956-1960 Bill Johnson 

1960-1968 Bruce Stockka 

1968-1975 Donald Tonney 

1975-1977 Jim Bitner 

1977-1979 Interim - Carl Larson 

1979-1997 Gaylen Olson 

1997-1998 Interim Paul Hedstrom 

1998 - To present Dan Reid  

 

Submitted by: Doug Ripplinger 6/9/12 

  

Maranatha History (continued) 

New Building at 608 W Marshall next to the 

Tabernacle in December 1953 

Maranatha Evangelical Free Church (1953-1991)  

at 608 W. Marshall, Rice Lake  

Maranatha Evangelical Free Church at its present location 3340 S. Main Street , Rice Lake. 



Hello, I’m Doug Ripplinger. I’ve been blessed to have served Maranatha, as 

your elder chairman, for the past six years. My wife Connie and I have been 

married for 39 wonderful years. We have 4 children and 7 grand children, 

what a joy! 

 

The elders have been very busy this past month working with evaluations, 

staff reviews, and budgets. 

 

On evaluations – The elders do a self evaluation along with the ministry team leaders. We seek to make improvements in 

our governance of ministries, supporting their vision and not micro managing.  

 

On Staff – The pastors evaluate the staff they’re responsible for. The senior pastor evaluates the associate pastors and 

support staff and finally the elders evaluate the senior pastor. 

 

On budgets – Each ministry turns in a proposed budget and there is an elder budget. We spend much time in discussion 

and prayer seeking God’s leading. We talk about faith in ministry, where God is leading Maranatha, and try to walk in step 

with the Spirit as the Scripture teaches. 

 

This summer we have Jonathon Enger, an intern from Trinity College, working with our staff learning what it’s like to pastor 

a congregation. 

 

By the end of July we will have our new Worship Pastor Anthony and his wife Andrea with us. 

 

Please be in prayer for the elders. Pray that we make wise decisions that are in line with God’s will. Be in prayer for our 

ministries, that they will follow the Spirits leading. Pray for our attendees, that they experience God’s leading. 

 

A quote I like: Prayer is the slender nerve that moves the arm of omnipotence. In other words, God answers prayer. 

In Christ, 

Doug Ripplinger      



June 27, 2012 

 It’s great being a pastor at Maranatha.  I am so 

proud of the work our ministry teams have done these 

past few weeks to plan a new year of ministry and put 

a budget together to support some exciting plans.  This 

process has been done with much prayer and vision.    

It was clear to me and our elder board that their 

planning was based on our Church Vision Statement, 

“To Reach All Generations for Christ”.  It was clear that 

their passion is to see an increase evangelism, 

discipleship, and community life through our church 

and into our surrounding community.  Maranatha will 

offer opportunities in 2012-13 for diverse people to 

Connect with God, with One Another, with A Ministry, 

and with Our Neighbors.   

 After our elders reviewed these budget 

proposals, we shared together that we felt a real sense 

of excitement… and also fear.  We trust that God 

worked and spoke to our teams and gave us the 

ministry plans before us.  That is the exciting part.  The 

scary part is that human resources can’t make these 

plans a reality.  Without any doubt, God must work 

through us for His work to be done at Maranatha.  We 

had an impression as we prayed and read scripture 

together.  God is saying to us, “Step out in faith and 

remember how I have led you in the past.”  And now 

He is saying, “Trust me in the present for my preferred 

future to be fulfilled.”  In other words, what does God 

think of Maranatha’s 2012-13 Ministry Plan?  I believe 

our elder board received from God this message for 

everyone in our church.  “Stay close to Me.  Get 

everyone involved and follow Me together.  And don’t 

be surprised if I call each of you to invest your time, 

your talents and your treasures like never before.   And 

don’t be surprised if next year is the most exciting year 

of ministry you have ever had in My church.”  

 We are seeking God.  We are 

called to pray.  From a human 

perspective, it is scary.  Our dreams 

for 2012-13 will require God to work 

beyond our own resources.  We are 

calling on God to exert His hand of 

grace and mercy on our church. 

 Our ministry team leaders value good 

stewardship.  There is no desire to go off into 

something without counting the cost.  Our elders said 

several times, “There is no fat in these ministry plans.  

Our leaders are good stewards of our buildings and 

ministry funds.”   

Let me just highlight a few of these plans looking 

ahead: 

Hide and Seek Children’s Ministry/

AWANA– We are looking at another 

year of record numbers of kids and 

volunteers as well as more and 

more opportunities to disciple 

children.  Pastor Tony leads a large 

team of volunteers in a challenging 

arena where God is allowing us to “Reach 

the Next Generation for Christ.”   

Full-Time Worship Arts Pastor – On July 29th we 

welcome Anthony and Andrea Hubin to fill 

this role of overseeing worship in all of our 

present and future worship venues.  This is a 

brand new staff position for Maranatha and 

it will expand our abilities to connect more 

people, and more diverse people to God’s 

heart for Worship in our various worship 

services.   

Building and Facilities – God has 

blessed us with wonderful 

facilities and property.  There is 

maintenance, repairs and new 

equipment needed to keep our 

building functioning well.  We 

have budgeted for two new rooftop HVAC 

units for the Ministry Center, new carpet for 

our hallway, new flooring for the fellowship 

hall and some additional repairs.  These 

ministry plans are expensive, but our 

facilities team is an example of good 

stewardship.  We are so thankful that 

through their work we have a place to 

minister the grace and love of Jesus Christ. 

Reaching and Growing Adults - Special outreach 

events, Christian growth opportunities, 

Discipleship and leadership training 

activities are part of our plans for 2012-13.  

Pastor Paul and other team leaders who 

lead important ministries like Congregational 

Care, Men’s and Women’s Ministries, Adult 

small groups and Sunday School Classes 

have budgets filled with vision to reach and 

grow people in Christ.   

Looking Ahead in Vision and Faith with Pastor Dan 



Missions - Our Cross-Cultural Missions budget 

has increased support this next year to 

several missionaries Maranatha sponsors.  

John Peterson prayerfully leads a team 

that connects and supports the needs of 

our missionaries. 

Junior and Senior High - 

Look to see some 

exciting things in our 

Junior High and High School Ministries.  

Pastor Tony is bringing much needed 

support to a number of volunteers who 

give so much to our teens in our 

community.  He also brings pastoral 

leadership to deal with the challenges that 

face teens in our community. 

Something Brand New – Our elder board and 

staff are still trying to wrap our arms 

around another opportunity that God may 

be bringing to us.  It’s big and exciting.  

Why am I not surprised?  It may totally fit 

the vision God gave us years ago to see 

our unique Ministry Center used to 

capacity bless many people throughout 

our community.   

I hope you enjoyed a bit of a preview for what is 

ahead at our Annual Church Business Meeting on 

Sunday, July 22nd at 1:30 PM.  Hope to see you 

there.  Come and catch the vision for what God 

has given Maranatha Church for a new year of 

ministry together. 

 

Pastor Dan   

Our Community Gardens 

Outreach is Growing 



The Committee of Five 
 

 On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia offered a series of resolutions to the Continental Congress 

which were seconded by John Adams of Massachusetts. They were that (1) all political connections with the English 

government be dissolved, that (2) measures be taken to form alliances with foreign governments, and that (3) a plan 

of national government for the new independent nation be devised.   

The resolution was debated and tabled.   Congress wanted to secure broad support from the people for 

independence. Some representatives needed colonial authorization to take such an action. They appointed a 

Committee of Five on June 11 to draft a Declaration of Independence in anticipation of approval at a future date.  

The matter of forming alliances was taken up in September.  They didn’t adopt a national form of government, the 

Articles of Confederation, until 1777.    

The Committee of Five included Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert Livingston of New York, John 

Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.  All except 

Franklin, a printer, philosopher, scientist and diplomat, were lawyers.  Sherman and Robert Morris were the only 

signers of all three documents of our founding: the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and 

the U. S. Constitution.  Livingston was recalled by New York and did not sign the Declaration he helped draft.  

Adams and Jefferson became the second and third presidents under the U. S. Constitution.  Jefferson would write the 

draft with the assistance of the entire committee.  Franklin’s participation was limited due to illness. Jefferson 

submitted the draft to him and to Adams for final approval and editing.  He was not the sole author of the 

Declaration. 

The Declaration recognizes God’s sovereignty in four significant ways. God is sovereign over human 

government.  It was necessary to sever the 

bonds with England for the colonies “to 

assume among the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which the 

Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 

them.” The lawyers on the committee were 

well schooled in “the Laws of Nature and of 

Nature’s God,” Colonial law was based on 

William Blackstone’s Commentaries on the 

Laws of England.  Blackstone taught that all 

legitimate human law is derived from God, 

the Supreme Lawgiver. God is sovereign in 

the creation and nature of men. “[A]ll men 

are created equal, [and] are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable 

rights.” These words came from the pen of 

Jefferson.  The twenty-seven grievances 

listed in the Declaration against the English 

king were abuses of the “Laws of Nature 

and Nature’s God.”  Only the seventeenth 

grievance mentioned taxation.  

The draft was submitted to Congress on June 28. Congress approved Lee’s resolutions declaring 

independence on July 2 and resolved itself to a Committee of the Whole to debate the Committee’s draft of the 

Declaration of Independence.  They added an appeal “to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of their 

intentions” and a confession of “a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence” as they pledged their lives, 

fortunes, and honor “for the support of this Declaration.” The final draft was approved on July 4.  By August there 

were fifty-six signers of this treasonous document for which English law prescribed death. 

Colonial Americans held a strong belief in God.  They believed God was in control of human history.  



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Swan, Don Frolik, Marv Oftedahl, Stan Oftedahl, 
Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Don Murley, Pat 
Swanson, Melynda McElmurry,  Amy Pavick, Gerry 
Ehmke, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul Green’s 
step-brother Tom, Joe Kidder’s daughter Sydney, Esther 
Swan’s brother David,  Patti Aune’s sister Betty, Kathy 
Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Janette Young’s dad 
Jim, Rod Flohr’s parents, Fran Reich’s children, Julie 
Erickson’s brother Jason, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, 
Elfriede Harwart’s children, Eva Condon’s daughters, 
Connie Blix’s family, Kara Taylor, Larry Hawley’s sisters, 
Marsha Stoeberl’s dad Ken Coleman, Don & Bernadette 
Park’s son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn Edward’s son Steve, 
Keven Jensen’s cousin Rob, Vicky Heldt’s friend Brenda 
Espeseth, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo & friend Ann, McClain’s 
daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, 
Rich Robinson’s cousin Stephanie,  Joan Neidermire’s 
friend Tami Erickson, Kathy Wasmond, Mary Graese’s 
friend Leah, Yvonne Hansen’s friend Sue, Laura Hill’s 
friends Ardis & Shannon, Leslie Jaastad’s friend Dee, 
Candace Randall’s friend Anita, & Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 

“But God 
has surely 
listened 

and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

daughter Dawn, and Keven Jensen’s nephew 
Jordan are serving in Afghanistan. Steve Blihovde’s 
son Grant is also serving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  The healthy birth of Grace Elise Janay 
Erickson to parents Rob & Julie Erickson on 
Sunday, June 24th.  Gerald David was dedicated to 
the Lord by his mother Amanda Stariha on Sunday, 
June 10th at Maranatha.   

  

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 

me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: my purpose will 

stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:9-10, NIV).  “[God] works out everything in conformity with the 

purposes of his will” (Ephesians 1:11, NIV).  Franklin, a reputed deist who supposedly did not believe in the 

sovereign providence of God, later called the Constitutional Convention to prayer. He said:  “In the beginning of the 

contest with Great Britain, when we were sensible of danger we had daily prayer in this room for the Divine 

Protection.  Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered. . . . I have lived, Sir, a long time and the 

longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth, that 

God governs in the affairs of men” (June 28, 1787). 

In our last article, “The Amazing Story of Steven 

Thorpe”, we noted that truth is reality as seen through the eyes of 

God. In the case of Steven Thorpe, discovering the truth that he 

was not really dead saved his life.  Discovering the truth in 

present conundrums is a Biblical pillar on which freedom 

depends.  The truth protects us from the deceptive agendas of the 

modern day Council of Lies.       

 Another of our nation’s early leaders, Patrick Henry, in 

his “give me liberty or give me death” speech, said, “I know of 

no way of judging the future but by the past.” History is the 

discovery of the truth with regard to past events. It is the past as it 

really was seen through God’s eyes.  Remembering the past is a second Biblical pillar on which freedom depends.  

Again and again God reminds us to remember who He is and what He has done.  “Remember the former things”. “Do 

this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19, NIV) The modern day Counsel of Lies is hard at work with an agenda to 

convince us that the men who founded this country were unbelievers, that they founded a “secular” nation, and that 

they never intended that God, through our faith and actions, might intrude in “the affairs of men.”  The faith of our 

nation’s founders in “divine Providence” shines the light of truth on the present day agenda of the historical 

revisionists.  

 

By Lawrence D. Anderson 



VBS Registration—Parents, be sure to pre-register your children ages 4 years through 5th grade in the fellowship 
hall between services on Sundays, July 1 & 8 for our Rainforest Adventure Vacation Bible School .   
 
Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, July 2nd at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer in the new conference 
room by the church offices..  Bring requests and pray. 
 

Jr. & Sr. High Day Trip to the beach at Bib Bay State Park on Madeline Island is July 7th.  Meet at the church at 7 AM,  Cost is $40 to 
cover the cost of food, travel and admission into the park.  Parents can plan to pick the kids at the Soul Garage at 10 PM.. 
   

Children’s vacation bible school “Sonquest Rainforest” is coming July 9-13—Kids ages 4 years through 5th Grade are invited to 
attend and bring friends.  Enjoy crafts, games, snacks and a Bible lesson from 9:00 AM– Noon 
Children’s Vacation Bible School needs—items can be put in the plastic tub in the welcome center or contact Ginny Proffitt at 
715-719-0678 or Carrie Wessman at 715-943-2579.  We need:  
 Paper towel tubes 
 Heart-shaped small to medium sized cookie cutters (put your name on them so we can get them back to you) 
 A variety of food for snacks for the Kids—see Carrie Wessman or Giinny Proffitt at the sign-up table for details on Sunday 

morning.   
 

Jr. & Sr. High Bowling at Rand’s Lanes at 7:00 PM on Monday, July 16th. For further information, contact Pastor Tony at 715-234-8313. 
 

Young At Heart — Wednesday, July 18th at Ray & Val Caldwell’s home for a grill-out and picnic. Sign up at the bulletin board on the 
left as you enter in the fellowship hall. more information is available by contacting Lee & Selby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 

Annual All-Church Potluck and Membership Business Meeting—Join us on Sunday, July 22nd at 12:15 PM in the fellowship hall 
for potluck.  Families with last Names beginning with A-H bring salads,/fruits/veggies/jello, Last Names I-p bring Hot 
dishes, and r-z bring desserts.  (Please be sure all potluck items will serve 10-12)  Annual Business Meeting will be in the 
sanctuary at 1:30 PM.   
 

Garage Games for 7th-12th Graders on Friday, July 27th at 7:00 PM in the Soul Garage.  Come hang out with friends, listen to music, 
play video games, play soccer, watch a movie and enjoy some food and fellowship. Youth are encouraged to invite friends.  Cost 
is FREE! For further information, contact Pastor Tony at 715-234-8313. 
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 

Please remember our new summer Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, with Children’s 
Sunday Program at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants through 36 months in the main church 
for all services. Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings in the Soul Garage. 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  
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www.maranathafree.com 
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